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REFACOF: Who we are!

• Africa Women’s Network for Community
Forest Management (REFACOF, French
acronym)

• Created May 2009 in Yaoundé, Cameroon

• 20 West and Central African countries and
Madagascar

• Advocacy platform for African women’s
tenure rights in land and forest reforms

Mission:
Promote women’s rights in Africa and advocate
to shape policies and practices for gender
equity in land and forest tenure.



A bit of context and statistics

• There is a growing recognition of the importance of forests in addressing climate change, to conservation, 
to sustainability and to rural livelihoods

UNDP – Climate promise:
• Forests cover nearly a third of the Earth's land surface, equivalent to the combined areas of Brazil, Canada, China, and the 

United States
• Forests constitute a vital component of almost every facet of life on our planet
• Forests serve as home to 60,000 different tree species, 80% of amphibian species, 75% of bird species, and 68% of the 

world's mammal species. 
• For the nearly 1 billion people who depend on them for their livelihoods, forests provide access to clean water, food, and 

medicines, and reduce the risk of land-based climate disasters

COMIFAC – Plan de Convergence 2015-2025:

• The Central Africa forest area is estimated to 318 millions ha

• They represent about 22% of the world's tropical forests, 15,8% of protected areas

• The world's largest carbon sink in terms of carbon footprint (610 million tons of CO2 per year)

• Provides livelihoods for 80 million people, with 40,000 jobs created



Context and statistics (2)

Pledge from Bonn Challenge /AFR100:
• Benin: 500.000 ha degraded lands – 4.43% of the country total area

• Cameroon: 12 millions degraded lands – 25.52% of the country total area

• Togo: 1.400.000 ha degraded lands – 25.74% of the country total area

Climate change impact:
• Women are more affected by climate change, biodiversity loss, and environmental degradation

• Biodiversity loss aggravated by illegal and unsustainable forestry practices; etc. 

• Climate disorders due to increase temperature or changes in rainfall patterns, decrease in crop yields or 
reduction of water sources, the occurrence of extreme events such as floods and heat waves destroying 
almost everything. 



Forest restoration in Benin
• Area: 20 ha restored 
• Seedlings produced: 50.000 in 2 

community nurseries 
• People involved: 211 women and 50

young people

Women initiatives in Benin, Cameroon and Togo



Mangroves restoration in the Coastal area of 
Cameroon
• Area: 333 ha restored 

• Seedlings produced: 999 000

• People involved: 179 women and 94 young people



Forest restoration in Cameroon
• Area: 335 ha restored; 

• Seedlings produced: 142 000 

• People involved: 500 including 210 women, 171 
men and 119 young people



Forest restoration in Togo

• Area: 20 ha restored 
• Seedlings produced: 78.000 in 2 

community nurseries 
• People involved: 150 women and 25

young people



Major impacts on landscape and on livelihoods for women 
groups

On the landscapes: 

• Tangible changes of the 
restored areas: Vegetation 
is gradually recovering 



Major impacts on landscape and on livelihoods for women 
groups (2)

On livelihoods: 
• Improved agricultural yield
• Improved income 
• Improved food quality and 
quantity



Perspective and Conclusion

• In just a few years, and with very little funds, women have restored not less than 600 ha of degraded 
forest lands and mangroves in Benin, Cameroon and Togo.
• Not to mention all the other benefits such as job creation, women's empowerment, improvement of 

women's land rights, etc.

• Adding to this, the area restored in Côte d’Ivoire, the DRC, Ghana and Equatorial Guinea is estimated to 
2 068 ha of degraded forests lands and mangroves. 

• Women are committed to restoring millions of hectares of degraded lands across Africa to support 
African governments in their commitment through Bonn Challenge Initiative.

• What is needed is funding support and security tenure rights for the women and youth. 
• Thanks to SOKA GAKKAI, ITTO, BASE and Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation for their support! 

• It is reported that less than 0.04% of climate finance overall go to feminist, women-led and women’s 
rights organizations (Liane Schalatek - Heinrich Böll Stiftung Washington, DC)



Perspective and Conclusion (2)

• For REFACOF, the lack of trust in women is the root cause of their exclusion from financing. 

• While women are recognized as key actors in sustainable forest management, and if forests are to 
play central role in addressing the climate crisis that is shaking humanity as a whole, it is time to 
mobilize adequate financial resources to scale up women's highly successful initiatives in restoring 
degraded ecosystems and conservation.

• African women are therefore urgently appeal to all donors, technical and financial partners, heads 
of state and government, the philanthropy, the private sector, etc. to collectively support the 
efforts of African women, without whom 2030 will not deliver the expected results!

• Solidarity and justice are at stake. 

• Women have agency, they have knowledge!
• Women are Forests champions by nature! 
• Women have the solutions …! 
• Women are the Solution!



Please support REFACOF “20 million 
Trees’ Programme”



Thank you for your 
attention!Contacts:

• Website: www.refacof.org
• Email: info@refacof.org / refacofsecretariat@gmail.com
• Twitter: @REFACOF1 
• LinkedIn: Cecile Ndjebet


