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Opening Remarks

I would like to express our sincere thanks for your
participation in our international seminar today.

In recent years, an increase in the intensity and
frequency of torrential rains and typhoons has
been reported from many parts of the world, and

there is a risk as well as increasing scale and

frequency of severe storm surge damage in

coastal areas. In November 2021, the 26th
Conference of the Parties (COP26) to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) was held in Glasgow, UK. In
this conference, the importance of forests as a
“Nature-based Solution" that contributes to both
mitigation and adaptation to climate change was
once again emphasized.

Since ancient times, Japan has been hit by natural
disasters such as typhoons and tsunamis. In
coastal areas, as a disaster prevention measure,
forests have been used as buffer zones around
residential areas to protect living spaces from
natural hazards, such as floods, tsunamis, storm
surges, and strong winds. Such measures can be
applied at relatively low-cost and are expected to

promote the improvement of the multifaceted
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functions of forests in developing countries.

This seminar aims to explore and discuss
forest-related technologies that can protect people
living in the coastal areas of developing countries
from natural disasters. It includes presentations of
reports and sharing of experiences from various
countries, introductions of latest research findings,
and discussions of local needs and approaches to
the creation and management of mangrove
forests. It also includes a panel discussion on the
current issues and future directions regarding the
“Creation and Management of Forests with
Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Functions".

We hope that this seminar will provide a useful
opportunity for all participants to promote the use
of forests as "Nature-based Solutions".

Toru Asano (Tohru Nakashizuka)

Director General

Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute
(FFPRI)
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Disaster prevention effects of coastal forests and their limitations
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Mangrove-based interventions for coastal protection in Viet Nam: Sharing lessons and experiences.
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No Mountain to Run To : Mangrove Forest the Last Resort for the Disadvantage Communities of the Rewa Delta
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Panel Discussion : Creation and management of forests with disaster mitigation functions
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Thank you for attending our seminar. We would like to hear
your opinions on the various aspects of the seminar, so that
we can continually improve the experience for all attendees.
Please scan QR code to answer a questionnaire.
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