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WHY FORESTS?  KEY POINTS:

ÅTropical deforestation is a major contributor to current 

global climate emissions; forest protection and 

restoration are an even larger part of the climate solution

ÅForests provide many other development benefits in 

addition to global climate stability

ÅRich countries are part of the problem, and can 

contribute to the solution
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UPDATES

Å2016 and 2017 were record years for global forest loss

ïDrop in loss of Indonesiaôs peatlands rare good news

ÅMore evidence has accumulated on the importance of 

forests for climate and development 

ïGlobal mitigation potential

ïNon-carbon impacts on climate stability across scales

ÅGlobal production and consumption of forest-risk 

commodities continue to increase

ïIn 2018, the EU agreed to phase out palm oil-based 

biofuel by 2030
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WHY NOW MORE THAN EVER?  KEY POINTS:

ÅWe have evidence that reducing deforestation is feasible 

and affordable

ÅNew tools are enabling transparency and accountability

ÅGlobal norms are shifting in ways favorable to forest 

protection

ÅWe have achieved global consensus on REDD+, but 

finance remains the missing piece 
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